THE  ISLAND  ON THE  WORLD'S   EDGE
so thoroughly mixed as to become stabilized at one homo-
geneous level. But this is prevented by the existence of
those two fringes of which I have spoken. To North and
West, beyond her encircling foothills, stretches an older,
poorer land, whose mountainous and waste spaces offer
defence rather than prosperity, a land broken up by the
encroachment of the sea and the lowlands into territorial
units between whose respective inhabitants there will
be scant prospect of common action, against the some day
inevitable attempt of John Bull to expand over the whole
of Britain.
Whoever is master of England will thus be able to
fall, sooner or later, in overwhelming force, on any
particular section of the Fringe, with one possible
exception, and that where the hill country stretches
further and further back into the Northern mists. An
unconquerable Scotland will mean a Britain that is less
of an island than a Continent in miniature ; an England
that is a land power with the curse of a land frontier.
Beyond the Highland lies an Island Fringe, with only
one island likely to be of major importance ; an island
that stands to Britain in much the same relation as
Britain to the Continent, but with the proportions how
subtly, how fatally altered ! The island so large and the
continent so small ! An island easy to invade, easy to
overrun; but too big to assimilate,, too far off to hold
in an unrelaxing grip ; and yet too great a potential
menace and too much of a stimulus to cupidity to be
left to work out its own fortunes in peace ; and moreover,
as if anything yet were lacking for the seeds of eventual
tragedy, at a distance calculated to delay British aggres-
sion until Irish civilization has had time to strike roots
too deep to be torn up by any means short of actual
extermination.
Thus, though the very existence of the two fringes is
pregnant with age-long strife and misery, there is the
compensating advantage that the mixture of stocks is
kept continually going on. With the achievement of
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